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DOGS WORTH THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS MADE PETS BY MANY SOCIETY LEADERS

costs. Some dog dealer probably originated the |tastes in canine matters.

5 N ENGLISH proverb says a dog is worth what it {sums of money have been made by forecasiing fashion's|fered him a sickly pup that one of his clerks hagd given

saving, since many owners of peited canines would A story is told of a Frenchiman who secured employ-{it to health, secured a companion of the same straln, and
not part with their possessions for much more than | ment in London, rented a pretty littie cottage in the sub-{in & comparatively short time sold the pair for §3,500, He
the cost, although that cost may have been hundreds, even | urbs, and began looking about for a dog. A neighbor of-|at once became a dog fancler and progpered.

thousands, of dollars,

him. The Frenchman tock it home, cared for it, restored

His good fortune was exceptional, of eourse. The orly
breeders who succeed, as a rule, are those who know thei:
trade to the very bottom and have made the dog a study
for years, They watch closely the tread of popular tancy.
and always strive to be ready to meet it.

Men and women of former generations loved dogs, no
doubt, as well as do those of to-day, but they would have
been astounded at the prices now pald for animals of high
degree and aristocratic lineage.

bulldeg valued at $5,90, a St. Bernard costing $6,000,

a colile for which $3,500 is held to be a reasonable figure—
such prices no longer excite surprise, In fact, they would
be held as bargains in some cases. But they wouild have
astonished our fathers,

constantly increasing favor which pet and high-
class dogs have found with women, of recent years, has

much to do with soaring prices. Women, as well as men,
mmense sums (or aristoeratic animals, and mem- |

now pay
bers of the fair sex are among the most enthusiastic ex-
hibitors at bench s ws,

When fashion's decrees began extending to the canine
world, dog raisers were guick to note and act upon the
fact

It is not that the $.500 bulldog or the 36,000 St. Bernard
represent so much worth from a commercial point of view
«—their beauty may appear to some in inverse proportion.

Not long sgo in London a couple of setters of the finest

blood were sold for $5.25, and a pack of pure breed harriers
for a similar amount, If harriers and setters had been
the fad in canlne possessions or pets for the time, they

would have been eagerly sought for at a hundred times

that figure. Londoners will pay $ for animals of cer-
tain breeds that twenty years ago were a drug in the mar-
ket at $50, and the rest of the world will do likewise, Large
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A former owner of the collie champion Squire of Tyl
ton pald $4,000 for the animal-then considered an enocrmous
sum—but he sold it to an Amerlcan enthusiast for 36,250,

At one time St. Bernards were all the rage and brought
immense sums, Plinlimmon, a splendid specimen, cost
Emmet, the actor, $,000. Sir Belvidere was disposed of for
$6,500, and Lady Mignon changed owners at a cost of $5,080,

Champion Grandley Stephany, from: the kennels that
produced Lady Mignon, brought $4,000, and the short-haired
Hampstead Chief was soid at $3,000, These were European
dogs; on this side the splendid 8t. Bernards of George J.
Gould have attracted great atteéntion bedause of their great
price and lordly manner of living.

Later the collie came into favor, and to a long series
of triumphs. One of the high-water mark prices paid for
this class was §,00 for Champion Perfection; Southport
Sculptor brought $3500. And only twenty-five years ago
tremendous excitement wae caused in England by G. R.
Krehl paying 3500 for Eclipse. America’s first notable at
tempt at record-boosting was Mitchell Harrison's
for Champion Christopher.

Fox terriers on several occasions have realized as high
as $2,000. The short-haired Vice Regal sold for $2,356; $1,000
and $1,200 have become common priees.

Miss > Goot, of New York, has captured not a few
blue ribbons at bench shows v.f{n her famous bulldog
Mahomet, worth £.000. Across the water Baronet Heath
| brought $5,000, and Fashion's price was $2,290,

Two years agd grevhounds were popular, and brought
good prices. At one notable sale prices ranged from §75
to $1,750,

Lapdogs most in vogue are mis
They are weakly and subject to many troubies. The small-
| est specimens are those most valued A breed once In
favor was the Chinese spaniel, now supplanted after a
fierce contest by the Japanese spaniel. Pointers and set-
ters are sald to be losing value as pets. They are harder
to keep, to lodge, and, commercially, are said to be less
attractive and promising In the handling.
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